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Message from the publisher

Delaram Ghanimifard,
Co-founder of Tiny Owl
Publishing

BOY CAN
IN THE HEART OF A BUSY CITY, A YOUNG
TO FLY OVER
ONLY IMAGINE WHAT IT MUST BE LIKE
EAGLE
MOUNTAINS AND RIVERS, AS FREE AS THE
OUT,
WHO SWOOPS OVERHEAD. BUT AS IT TURNS
NEEDS...
HE
ALL
BE
IMAGINATION MIGHT

At the heart of Tiny Owl is the message.
By publishing beautifully illustrated, deeply
philosophical books, we aim to bring stories of
hope and peace in a fractured world and to build
bridges between cultures. As Tiny Owl spreads its
wings, we are now publishing books from around
the world, broadening our output to create
picture books for everyone to enjoy. Our spring
titles include stories from Zimbabwe, Italy, the UK,
South Africa, Iran and the United States.
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For thousands of years, people have been telling stories...From this rich global heritage,
we can find stories that are strikingly similar but also different. Our series ‘One Story,
Many Voices’ explores well-known stories told from different and unique perspectives
from all over the world.

One Story, Many Voices
Bijan Manije
Ali Seidabadi
(trans. Azita Rassi)
Illustrated by Marjan Vafaian

Two neighbouring countries
are at war. A young man
Bijan finds himself in the
neighbouring gardens
of the evil King Afrasaib.
There he meets Manije
and falls madly in love.
The couple suffer a wicked
fate at the hands of the king but are saved by the
redemptive values of truth and bravery.

Bev e r l e y N a i d oo

N a i d oo |

CindeNriel ella
of the

M a r j a n Va fa i a n

The story of Bijan and Manije is one of the ancient epic
stories of Shahnameh (The Book of Kings) by the 10th
century poet Ferdowsi. It is an epic story of redemption and
love across the divide, reminiscent of Romeo and Juliet.
• Hardback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-14-9 • Publication: 1 August 2016
• Price: £12.99 • 24 pp • 250 x 250 mm • Age: 7+ • All Rights Available

The Boy Who Cried Wolf
Mahni Tazhibi
(trans. Azita Rassi)

Cinderella of the Nile
Beverley Naidoo
Illustrated by Marjan Vafaian

Beautifully retold by the award-winning author Beverley Naidoo,
this earliest known version of Cinderella is brought to life for
the modern-day reader. Rhodopis is a Greek slave girl who is
taken to Egypt. Her kind master gives her a pair of beautiful
rose-red slippers. But when Horus, the falcon, sweeps in to steal
her slipper, Rhodopis has little idea that this act will lead her to
the King of Egypt.
The first in our ‘One Story, Many Voices’ series, this ancient story
of Cinderella finds its echo in fairy tales all over the world.
• Hardback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-29-3 • Publication: 14 May 2018
• Price: £12.99 • 40 pp • 275 x 240 mm • Age: 7+ • All Rights Available
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Beverley Naidoo

Marjan Vafaian

Beverley Naidoo is the Carnegie Awardwinning author of many novels for children
and young adults. Brought up during the
apartheid years in South Africa, much of
Beverley’s writing reflects crossing boundaries
and she has set her novels in South Africa,
Nigeria, Kenya and the UK. Beverley’s first
novel, Journey to Jo’burg, was banned in South
Africa until 1991 and has never been out of
print in the UK since publication in 1985.
It now appears in the Collins Modern Classics
list at Harper Collins and is frequently used
in schools.

Marjan Vafaian is an award-winning
illustrator from Iran. Her illustrations are
elaborate, forming a visually rich tapestry,
unique in style. As well as winning awards in
Iran for her illustrations, she was one of the
runners-up in 2004’s Noma Concours and in
2006 she won Noma Concours Encouragement
Prize. Marjan’s first book with Tiny Owl was
The Parrot and the Merchant in 2015, followed
by Bijan & Manije in 2016.

This classic fable playfully
explores the temptation in
us all to exaggerate – and
the risks attached! The Boy
Who Cried Wolf is familiar
as one of Aesop’s Fables,
but its origins go much
further back than that, and
versions of it are found in cultures
throughout the world. In all versions, the message is the
same: nobody believes a liar.
Mahni Tazhibi’s version is exceptionally illustrated, with
the young Iranian artist’s distinctive style evident – a
visual treat.
• Hardback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-04-0 • Publication: 5 February 2015
• Price: £11.99 • 24 pp • 250 x 250 mm • Age: 5+ • Rights Available
(excl. Complex Chinese and French)
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What is a fable? A story that teaches us something true. our collection of modern fables
explore Concepts such as freedom, love, friendship, citizenship, family and happiness,
told from unique and varying perspectives.

Modern fables
Will Nill
Farhad Hasanzadeh (trans. Azita Rassi)
Illustrated by Atieh Markazi

This is a colourful and amusing tale of two very different street cats called Will
and Nill. One is lazy and the other is kind – but both are very hungry! Illustrated
by Hans Christian Andersen Award 2018 nominee Farhad Hasanzadeh, this story
shows how making just a little effort can make a big difference.
• Hardback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-15-6 • Publication: 1 April 2016 • Price: £12.99 • 24 pp
• 250 x 250 mm • Age: 5+ • All Rights Available

A Bird Like Himself
Anahita Teymorian (trans. Azita Rassi)

When a chick hatches in the forest with no one around to look after him,
a group of animals do their best to bring him up. But none of them can teach
him to fly… This is a charming yet profound tale of parental love and growing up.
• Hardback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-02-6 • Publication 1 January 2015 • Price: £11.99
• Paperback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-23-1 • Publication 16 March 2017 • Price: £7.99
• 32 pp • 250 x 250 mm • Age 5+ • Rights Available (excl. Spanish, Italian, German, Chinese - simplified)

The Little Black Fish

A Bottle of Happiness

Samad Behrangi (trans. Azita Rassi)
Illustrated by Farshid Mesghali

Pippa Goodhart
Illustrated by Ehsan Abdollahi

A beautiful book about freedom, self–determination,
courage and power, it’s about a little fish who dares
to swim against the tide…. First published in 1968 in
pre-revolutionary Iran, it rocked the nation during
a period of restrictive freedoms, and was promptly
banned by the Iranian government.

There was once a big mountain with two villages on
either side. One day a young boy decides to cross the
mountain and visit the marketplace but what can
a poor boy trade? Find out if it is possible to bottle
and share happiness in this timeless fable, exquisitely
illustrated in eye-opening and unusual style.

Hardback
ISBN: 978-1-910328-00-2
Publication: 1 January 2015
Price: £12.99

Paperback
ISBN: 978-1-910328-19-4
Publication: 31 January 2017
Price: £8.99

• 48 pp • 250 x 250 mm • Age: 7+ • Rights Available
(excl. Italian, Turkish, Swedish, Croatian)

Hardback
ISBN: 978-1-910328-20-0
Publication: 28 October 2016
Price: £12.99

Paperback
ISBN: 978-1-910328-26-2
Publication: 15 January 2018
Price: £7.99

• 28 pp • 250 x 250 mm • Age: 5+ • Rights Available
(excl. Complex Chinese)

The Clever Mouse
Anahita Teymorian (trans. Azita Rassi)

A mousy love story about a ‘clever’ mouse and a Princess Mouse that
explores how kindness is more important than beauty.
• Hardback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-01-9 • Publication 28 March 2015 • Price: £11.99
• Paperback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-21-7 • Publication 31 January 2017 • Price: £7.99
• 24 pp • 250 x 250 mm • Age 5+ • Rights Available (excl. Italian, Chinese - complex)

The Orange House
Nahid Kazemi (trans. Azita Rassi)

The Orange House is a timeless fable about change and taking care of the
environment, whether natural or built.
• Hardback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-11-8 • Publication: 1 January 2016 • Price: £12.99

• Selected by the Guardian as one of the best books of the year
in 2015
• Shortlisted for The Marsh Award for Children’s Literature
in Translation in 2016
• Illustrated by Hans Christian Andersen Award winner
Farshid Mesghali

• Selected as among the best books of the year by
The Sunday Times, 2016
A Bottle of Happiness is a joyous and resonant
fable about the gift of sharing, with unusual and
spectacular illustrations by the Iranian artist
Ehsan Abdollahi. Inspired by Middle Eastern fabrics, images
in watercolour with sharp cubist lines make richly patterned
scenes of market squares, village life and dancing... It will
make your heart dance, too.
Nicolette Jones, The Sunda y Times
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• 24 pp • 250 x 250 mm • Age: 5+ • All Rights Available

The Elephant’s Umbrella
Laleh Jaffari (trans. Azita Rassi)
Illustrated by Ali Khodai

This heart-warming tale, full of opportunities for discussion, celebrates how
sharing can make you happy.
• Hardback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-17-0 • Publication: 31 January 2017 • Price: £12.99
• 24 pp • 250 x 250 mm • Age: 3+ • Rights Available (excl. Korean)
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Rumi was a Persian poet, scholar and Sufi mystic of the 13th Century. Rumi’s influence is
international in scope and his work is loved globally. Our books for children and older
readers introduce this literary master to a wide audience.

Tales by Rumi

Picture books are
miniature novels
for everyone who loves
illustrated stories. There
are no limits age-wise.
Anna Perera

The Lion Tattoo: A tale by Rumi
Atefeh Maleki Joo

One day a young man decides that he wants a lion
tattoo. But as the tattooist begins her work, he feels
the pain of the needle and decides that his lion doesn’t
need a tail… or a mane… or a stomach! This hilarious
picture book for older readers celebrates the art of visual
narrative and is guaranteed to make you think.

The Parrot and the Merchant

The Jackal Who Thought He was a Peacock

Retold by Ali Seidabadi (trans. Azita Rassi)
Illustrated by Marjan Vafaian

Retold by Fereshteh Sarlak (trans. Azita Rassi)
Illustrated by Firoozeh Golmohammadi

Mah Jahan, a rich merchant woman, collects and
cages beautiful birds but learns that to love someone,
you must set it free... Retold for modern-day readers,
this classic tale by Rumi is brought to life by the
award-winning illustrator Marjan Vafaian.

Jackal is unhappy with his dull brown and grey fur.
He dreams of looking bright and beautiful like the
peacocks so that all will admire him. But is being a
peacock really as glamorous as it seems? A story
about longing, envy, ingenuity and finding out who
you really are.

Hardback
ISBN: 978-1-910328-03-3
Publication: 1 January 2015
Price: £12.99

Hardback
ISBN: 978-1-910328-13-2
Publication: 3 December 2016
Price: £12.99

Paperback
ISBN: 978-1-910328-25-5
Publication: 16 March 2017
Price: £7.99

• 24 pp • 250 x 250 mm • Age: 5+ • All Rights Available
• Hardback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-28-6
• Publication: 16 October 2017
• Price: £7.99 • 24 pp •150 x 150 mm
• Age: 16+ • All Rights Available

Atefeh Maleki Joo
Born in 1977, Atefeh Maleki
Joo is an award-winning
Iranian illustrator. She has
illustrated several children’s
books and also works for
a number of children’s
magazines. She has won several national and
international awards, including the 16th Noma
Concours for Picture Book Illustrations (2008).
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Children’s stories that ask philosophical
and universal questions are a rare find. This
wonderfully quaint and contemporary children’s
book is a must not just for children, but adults
with a passion for Rumi’s poetry, those collecting
unique books and illustrations for all ages, and
libraries and shops caring to have the best stories
and narratives on their shelves.

• 24 pp • 250 x 250mm • Age: 5+ • Rights Available
(excl. French, Turkish and German)

Rumi really is one of the world’s great
authors. We all need to know more about
him. Thanks to Tiny Owl, isn’t it marvelous that
our children are being introduced to him in such a
natural and elegant manner?
David Almond

Tania Khojasteh, Director at Über Tutors
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Poetry

Poetry makes us look, feel, reflect and contemplate. It is the lived experience of word and
thought. For children, it is the springboard to discover how language can dance and play.

THINKER: MY PUPPY POET AND ME
Seven-year-old Jace and his puppy Thinker are poets,
putting everything they do into verse, from going to
the park to philosophising to playing ball. One day
they’ll have the whole world figured out. For now,
though, Thinker has to keep quiet in public, and he
can’t go to school with Jace – he might recite a poem,
and then Jace’s friends will say he’s weird. But when
Pets’ Day comes, and Thinker is allowed into the
classroom at last, he finds it harder than he expected
to keep his rhyming skills a secret.

THINKER

the world, rubbing out the bad
A child uses crayons to colour and change
Boredom gives way to play, crying
things and replacing them with good.
light. With a little colour and
to
to laughter, war to peace and darkness
more hopeful place.
imagination, the world becomes a kinder,
l book with
When I Coloured in the World is a beautifu
positive message.
a simple poetic text and a profound,
of 2015
books
’s
children
best
n’s
Guardia
One of the

MY PUPPY POET AND ME
ILLUSTRATED BY

EHSAN ABDOLLAHI

‘One of Iran’s greatest contemporary poets.’
– BBC
‘Deep, layered, beautiful.’
– Jackie Morris
The Guardian

or inequality.’
a world without discrimination, poverty
‘An unusual picture book that imagines
– Book Trust
‘Here worlds are brought together, annihilating
– IBBY Link

Ahmadreza Ahmadi

Ehsan Abdollahi

boundaries.’

£11.99
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When I Coloured in the World
Ahmadreza Ahmadi (trans. Azita Rassi)
Illustrated by Ehsan Abdollahi

With a box of coloured crayons and an eraser to rub
things out, one child sets out to transform the world.
Selected by the Guardian as one of the best books of
the year in 2015 and Winner of the Flying Turtle Medal
in 2011.
Hardback
ISBN: 978-1-910328-07-1
Publication: 30 April 2015
Price: £11.99

Paperback
ISBN: 978-1-910328-22-4
Publication: 19 January 2017
Price: £7.99

• 32 pp • 250 x 250mm • Age: 5+ • All Rights Available

Alive Again

• Hardback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-33-0
• Publication: 27 April 2018
• Price: £12.99 • 32 pp • 205 x160 mm
• Age: 7+ • All Rights Available

Ahmadreza Ahmadi (trans. Azita Rassi)
Illustrated by Nahid Kazemi

ELOISE GREENFIELD
Eloise Greenfield was born on
May 17, 1929, in Parmele, North
Carolina and grew up in Washington,
DC, where she still lives. She is the
author of forty-five books for children.
She has received many awards and
honors, including the Coretta Scott
King Award for Africa Dream and, for the body of her
work, the Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children
from the National Council of Teachers of English.

Ehsan Abdollahi
Ehsan Abdollahi is an illustrator and
animator, and teaches at Tehran Art
University. Ehsan creates handmade
and hand-coloured paper in his collages,
which are inspired by the environment,
fabrics and clothes of the people he
meets. Ehsan has illustrated
When I Coloured in the World and the first of Tiny Owl’s
intercultural projects A Bottle of Happiness by UK
author Pippa Goodhart.

10

Coloured in
World
the

When I Coloured in the World

Eloise Greenfield
Illustrated by Ehsan Abdollahi

Eloise Greenfield

When I

When blossom falls from the trees, a little boy wonders,
will it ever return? And when the rain stops, is it gone
forever? This philosophical poem explores questions about
the cycles of life and creates hope that good things will
come once again.
Hardback
ISBN: 978-1-910328-05-7
Publication: 1 July 2015
Price: £12.99

Paperback
ISBN: 978-1-910328-24-8
Publication: 16 March 2017
Price: £7.99

• 24 pp • 250 x 250mm • Age: 5+ • All Rights Available

A Rainbow in My Pocket
Ali Seidabadi (trans. Azita Rassi)
Illustrated by Hoda Haddadi

Why is the sky blue? Why do the ants queue in such a
straight line? This beautiful book explores the natural
curiosity of children and the ever-changing nature of
their thoughts.
The poetic, thoughtful text is brought to life with rich,
textured collages, by world-renowned Iranian illustrator
Hoda Haddadi.
• Hardback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-12-5 • Publication: 1 April 2016
• 24 pp • 250 x 250mm • £12.99 • Age 5+ • All Rights Available
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Wordless Picture Books

A wordless picture book can speak a thousand words! For each reader may interpret
the images differently and, in doing so, find their own story...

£7.99

£7.99

£10.99
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Chalk Eagle

Little Eli

Nazli Tahvili

A young boy living in the heart of a busy city spots an eagle swooping overhead.
He dreams of what it would be like to fly away from the noise and soar over
mountains and rivers. Climbing onto the roof, he uses chalk to draw his own
eagle - and then himself - existence. The two fly away together, and embark on a
wonderful adventure of the boy’s own imagination.
With original screenprinted illustrations, this wordless picture book is a testament to
the power of imagination, and brings to life every child’s dream of soaring into the sky.
• Paperback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-32-3 • Publication: 29 January 2018
• Price: £10.99 • 32 pp • 270 x 200 mm •Age: 6+ • All Rights Available
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Laura Bellini

Nazli Tahvili
Born in 1980, Nazli Tahvili is an
author/illustrator of over 20
picture books. She has won
many awards including the
Special Prize of Nami Island
International. Nazli studied
Art and Architecture at Azad
University in Tehran and at
the Academy of Fine Arts
in Bologna.

In this set of wordless picture books, housed in a beautiful slipcase,
Little Eli – an imaginative and tenacious dragonfly – builds his dreams.
From towers made of eggs, a pack of cards and a set of pencils,
Little Eli soon realises that with a little hope, magic and hard work –
anything is possible.
A story of willpower and imagination for readers of any age.
• Hardback / Slipcase • ISBN: 978-1-910328-27-9 • Publication: 2 October 2017
• Price: £24.95 • 118 pp • 370 x 128 mm •Age: 3 to 99+ • No Rights Available

Laura Bellini
Born in 1978, Laura Bellini
discovered her passion for
illustration when she was
working at the International
School of Genova. Her daily
and direct observation of the
world of children inspired her
first series of books: Little Eli.
She now works as an author
and illustrator in Milan.
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From banging your first drum to becoming a big brother or sister - new experiences are part
and parcel of growing up. discover new concepts, places, ideas with our early learning titles.

Early Learning

christine
kidney

This is the drum. This is the beat.
Clap your hands. Stomp your feet!
er
Feel the rhythm of the drum and discov
joy in your heart. See how music
can make you move and feel!

Wilson-Max * Ronca

Tiny Owl celebrates
The Children Music Life series from
the world
musical instruments from around
feel.
and how they make you move and

£9.99

After graduating
in English from
Cambridge
University, Christine Kidney spent
twenty years working in publishing as
an editor. She works and lives in the
Cotswolds with her family.

The New baby and me
Ronca
Ken Wilson-Max * Catell
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The Drum

Christine Kidney
Illustrated by Hoda Haddadi

A new baby is on the way! What will he be like? This family of five
children all have their own ideas about the new baby – will he be a
pirate or painter, a scientist or a dreamer? But there’s one thing they
haven’t thought of…
A beautiful picture book that celebrates individuality and imagination.
Additional ideas for art and collage activities included to help prepare
for a new sibling.
A perfect book for families with a little one on the way...

Ken Wilson-Max
Illustrated by Catell Ronca

• Hardback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-18-7 • Publication: 12 February 2018
• Price: £12.99 • 24 pp • 250 x 250 mm • Age: 3+ • All Rights Available

Feel the rhythm of the drum and discover joy in your
heart with this delightful new series – guaranteed to get
you and your baby dancing to the beat!

Hoda haddadi
Hoda Haddadi is
an award-winning
illustrator with
a unique collage
approach. She
has been published internationally in
the US and by Penguin Random House.
Her books for Tiny Owl include
A Rainbow in My Pocket (2016).

Children Music Life celebrates musical instruments from
around the world and how they make you feel and move.
The Drum
• Hardback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-30-9 • Publication: 1 March 2018

• Price: £9.99 • 24 pp • 195 x 195 mm • Age: 0+ • All Rights Available

The Flute
• Hardback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-35-4 • Publication: 8 October 2018

• Price: £9.99 • 24 pp • 195 x 195 mm • Age: 0+ • All Rights Available
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Ken Wilson-Max

Catell Ronca

Born in Zimbabwe, Ken Wilson-Max now
lives and works in London. He is the author
and illustrator of several award-winning
books, including the ‘Lenny’ series.

Born in Basel, Switzerland, Catell now lives
and works in Lucerne. A graduate from the
Royal College of Art in London, Catell’s work
is regularly recognized in Illustration Annuals.
Some of her favourite things are the Swiss
Alps, hand painted folk art and making
ceramic tiles and objects.

The Snowman and the Sun

Tahmineh’s Beautiful Bird

Susan Taghdis
(trans. Azita Rassi) Illustrated by Ali Mafakheri

Parviz Kalantari
(trans. Azita Rassi)

What happens to a snowman when he melts? This
unique picture book introduces the water cycle and
evaporation to young children.

Discover the lifestyle of a young Qashqai girl, including
where she goes to school, how she helps to bake flat
bread and milk the goats as well as the tradition of
woven artistry from this unique nomadic tribe in Iran.

• Paperback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-10-1 • Publication: 1 October 2015
• Price: £7.99 • 24 pp • 250 x 250 mm • Age: 4+ • All Rights Available

• Hardback • ISBN: 978-1-910328-06-4 • Publication: 11 June 2015
• Price: £12.99 • 24 pp • 250 x 250 mm • Age: 4+ • All Rights Available
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for enquiries, please contact:
Tiny Owl Publishing Ltd
7 Peacock Yard
Iliffe Street
London
SE17 3LH, UK
info@tinyowl.co.uk
tinyowlpublishing
@TinyOwl_Books

Foreign Rights
Petula Chaplin
petulachaplin@aol.com

Marketing:
Roy Johnson
kidglovesbooks@gmail.com

Press:
Nicky Potter
nicpot@dircon.co.uk

Sales Representative
SaltWay Global Ltd

Trade Orders Distribution
Orca Book Services

Chris McLaren
Managing Director
+44 (0) 1285 750212

160 Eastern Avenue
Milton Park
Abingdon
OX14 4SB

cml1958
www.saltway.co.uk

+44 (0)1235 465500
TradeOrders@orcabookservices.co.uk
www.orcabookservices.co.uk
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