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David Almond:
‘They’re beautiful, and deserve to find an audience in this
country. It’s wonderful that you’re bringing stories from your
country to ours, and introducing us to these fine writers and
artists. Your publishing venture is important – especially when
there is so much ignorance and suspicion about Iran.’

Introduction
Tiny Owl is a newly established children’s picture books publishing. Our 2015 collection
presents a high quality children’s literature from Persia, ranging from Rumi’s fables to
contemporary stories of Behrangi. Many of the exquisite illustrations of this collection
have won prominent international awards.
‘It’s been a treat for me, working on the wording of these fascinating picture book
stories. Most of the stories have been quite new to me, and with a fresh philosophical
take on life which comes from their Iranian origins. These are stories which will give
English language readers food for thought, at the same time as being moved and
amused. Lucky children to have access to new cultures and ideas at a young age!’
-Pippa Goodhart, English editor of the Collection

‹Winner of Hans Christian
Andersen Award for illustrations›

The Little Black Fish

First published in 1968, The Little Black Fish was
written and read as an allegory for a nation in
which it was dangerous to dare to be politically
different. The simplicity of a ‘children’s story’ about
a fish daring to mix with other kinds of creatures
and other ways of life, offers a useful case for
discussion by all ages about the big questions at
the heart of political debate. Meanwhile, younger
children will engage with the more individual
experience of Little Black Fish. This is a story which
could translate into drama and dance, writing and
artwork.
Samad Behrangi was one of Iran’s most
influential authors and teachers. His tragically
early death, rumoured to have been ordered
by the Iranian Government, has given him a
legendary status.
Farshid Mesghali has won the highest graphic
award in Bologna Children’s Book Fair, and the
Honorary Diploma of Bratislava Biennial Book Fair.
In 1974, Mesghali won The Hans Christian Andersen
Award for Illustration.
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The Little Black Fish
ISBN: 978-1-910328-00-2
Print Date: January/2015
Rights available for sale

TPS 250 x 250 mm
Extent 48pp
hardback
£12.99

A Bird Like Himself

This is a funny, but profound, story about parental
love and growing-up. It is simple telling leaves the
reader to interpret and understand the feelings
of those involved in the story, making the story
theirs as well as the author/illustrator’s.
Anahita Teymorian
Author/illustrator Anahita Teymorian also works
with animation in her native Iran. Her books are
known all over the world, and her work has been
featured in major international exhibitions. She
has won wards in Bologna Children’s Book Fair,
Noma Conc ours, and Octagonal in France.

A Bird Like Himself
ISBN: 978-1-910328-02-6
Print Date: January/2015
Rights available for sale

TPS 250 x 250 mm
Extent 30pp
hardback
£11.99
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The Clever Mouse

This Iranian story has the feel of fable about it.
Mr Koochi mouse is a mouse on a mission. He
builds himself a house and grows his own food.
‘Clever me!’ he thinks. All he needs now is a
wife. He decides that a princess wife would suit
him very well … until he finds that she isn’t the
pretty princess of his dreams. But she is kind and
forgiving, and Mr Koochi learns his lesson, so we
leave them happily together at the end.
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The Clever Mouse
ISBN: 978-1-910328-01-9
Print Date: March 2015
Rights available for sale

TPS 250 x 250 mm
Extent 25pp
hardback
£11.99

The Boy Who Cried Wolf

The Boy Who Cried Wolf is familiar as one of
Aesop’s Fables, but its origins go much further
back than that, and versions of it are found in
cultures throughout the world. In all the message
is the same; nobody believes a character who is
known to be a liar.
Mahni Tazhibi
This version of the story is illustrated in distinctive
style by Mahni Tazhibi, a renowned young Iranian
illustrator. This book will also be published in
France soon.

The Boy Who Cried Wolf
ISBN: 978-1-910328-04-0
Print Date: March 2015
Rights available for sale

TPS 250 x 250 mm
Extent 24pp
hardback
£11.99
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When I Coloured In The World

This is a story that is told with poetic simplicity,
offering beautiful images but also raising questions
to set thoughts going in readers’ imaginations as a
child uses an eraser and crayons to bring happier
colours to the world, replacing bad with good.
This book won the Iranian Flying Turtle Medal.
Ahmadreza Ahmadi
Ahmadreza Ahmadi is one of the greatest Iranian
contemporary poets, and his storytelling style
reflects that. He has written numerous children’s
stories, some of which have won major literary
awards in Iran.
In 2010 Ahmadreza Ahmadi was among the 5
short-listed nominees for Hans Christian Andersen
Award.
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When I Coloured In The World
ISBN: 978-1-910328-07-1
Print Date: May 2015
Rights available for sale

TPS 250 x 250 mm
Extent 32pp
hardback
£11.99

Based on a fable by Rumi

The Parrot and The Merchant

The Parrot And The Merchant is a Timeless
story; written in the thirteenth century and yet
accessible for modern readers. The illustrations
are a sophisticated mix of beautiful birds and
fabrics with interestingly strange, almost sinister,
human characters.
Rumi was a thirteenth century poet, philosopher
and mystic whose works have been studied for
centuries, and still speak to us today. Some of his
songs have been put to music by contemporary
Western artists, and now this book brings a wise
story about true love into the English language
in book form.
Award-winning illustrator, Marjan Vafaian, has
brought a modern twist to this ancient fable,
casting a woman as the Merchant.

The Parrot and The Merchant
ISBN: 978-1-910328-03-3
Print Date: May 2015
Rights available for sale

TPS 250 x 250 mm
Extent 24pp
hardback
£11.99
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Alive Again

When things that a boy loves disappear from his
life, he wonders whether they are gone forever.
Will blossom and rain ever come back?This
reassuring story moves from feelings of loss to a
new confidence that comes with knowledge. This
is a simple story that poses deep questions about
loss and rebirth.
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Alive Again
ISBN: 978-1-910328-05-7
Print Date: July 2015
Rights available for sale

TPS 250 x 250 mm
Extent 24pp
hardback
£11.99

Tahmineh’s Beautiful Bird

The Qashghai are nomadic tribespeople in Iran
who move around with their sheep, and live in
tent homes. The wool they produce is particularly
fine and strong, and brightly coloured after it
has been dyed with flowers and herbs. Qashghai
girls weave decorative artefacts from the wool,
including chantehs which are woven carpet-like
shoulder bags.
Parviz Kalantari The illustrator of Tahmineh’s
Beatiful Bird is a prominent Iranian artist, more
than eighty years old. Parviz Kalantari’s paintings
focus on the everyday life of nomad tribes, desert
people, and those living by the sea. He achieves a
distinctive artistic anthropology in his work, even
using cobb(a building material made of clay, water,
and straw) in some of his pictures, inspired by
buildings in the desert areas of Iran. This ‘artistic
anthropology’ can be seen in simple child-friendly
form in Tahmineh’s Beautiful Bird.

Tahmineh’s Beautiful Bird
ISBN: 978-1-910328-06-4
Print Date: July 2015
Rights available for sale

TPS 250 x 250 mm
Extent 26pp
hardback
£11.99
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Distribution and
sales representation
For general enquiries about Tiny Owl,
please contact:
Tiny Owl Publishing Ltd
1 Repton House
Charlwood Street
London SW1V 2LD, UK
Email:info@tinyowl.co.uk
website:www.tinyowl.co.uk
facebook:www.facebook.com/
tinyowlpublishing

Sales representation
SaltWay Global Ltd
Chris McLaren
Managing Director
+44 (0) 1285 750212
Skype: cml1958
www.saltway.co.uk Bertrams

www.tinyowl.co.uk

Trade Orders
Distribution: Orca Book Services
160 Eastern Avenue
Milton Park
Abingdon
OX14 4SB
Tel:+44 (0)1235 465500
Email:TradeOrders@orcabookservices.
co.uk
Web:http://www.orcabookservices.co.uk

Bertrams
1 Broadland Business Park
Norwich
NR7 0WF
Email: books@bertrams.com
Phone: 0871 803 6600
Fax: 0871 803 6709
Web: www.bertrams.com
Graphic Designer: Elahe Javanmard.
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