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A tale about pollution, consumerism, and the importance
of environment,  metaphoric Human Town subtly
introduces children to issues of animal conservation and
extinction, to make them think and reflect on the
importance of the natural world.
This is a story to open discussion with children about
conservation and human behavior towards the planet. 

These teacher resources cover a range of subjects
suitable for KS1 students, running through English,
Geography, Science and Art. Each section contains fun
activities and discussion inspired directly by pages from
the book.

Let's dive in!

Hello Teachers!
Welcome to the Human Town Teacher
Resources!

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Alan Durant has written over one hundred books
for children of all ages — from picture books to
poetry to young adult thrillers. His picture books
include the award-winning Burger Boy, Always
and Forever and Dear Tooth Fairy. He regularly
visits schools, libraries and festivals in the UK and
abroad, giving talks and running writing
workshops.

alandurant.co.uk

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR

Anna Doherty is an illustrator from sunny Scotland.
She adores drawing, writing, and every single dog
in the world. She owns too many pencils and she
likes tiny sketch books. Her other books include Big
Ideas for Curious Minds, Sticky, and The Brontës.

annadohertyillustration.com
Watch the
book trailer
for Human

Town!

▲ Illustration by Anna Doherty from the final page of Human Town, depicting Junior and his
elephant family.
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Contents
Within this series of lesson plans we explore one of
the prominent issues in the world currently:
human's lack of care for their environment. Using
the picture book Human Town, these teacher
resources are focused on four main subject areas:
English, Science, Geography and Art, with an
overarching focus on environmental issues and
animal preservation, as well as consumerism and
conflict.

Human Town discusses these issues in a way that is
clever and appealing to younger readers, but what
makes it truly special is its twist in perspective - told
through the eyes of an innocent young elephant,
Human Town forces readers to take a look at the
hard issues: what would animals think of the mess
we've made of looking after the planet? How is it
directly affecting them?

Each lesson focuses on a particular curriculum area,
while also highlighting opportunities to link with other
curriculum areas.

Find out more about Human Town here

Click here to watch a
short video about

Human Town!
 
 

Established in 2015, our energy and passion stems
from our belief that stories act as bridges – providing
pathways to new experiences whilst connecting us to
here and there. Our stories are visually rich and
conceptually meaningful. They give children unique
perspectives on universal themes such as love,
friendship and freedom and a greater awareness of
the diverse and colourful world we live in.

We have a range of books from Tales from Rumi, to
fairytale retellings and books about mental health.

We have developed a programme of intercultural
projects, pairing authors and illustrators from around
the globe. including A Bottle of Happiness with UK
author Pippa Goodhart and Iranian illustrator Ehsan
Abdollahi.

Tiny Owl is an independent
publishing company committed to
producing beautiful, original books
for children.

More about Tiny Owl

Our extensive resources include teacher resources,
posters, activity packs, bookmarks, crafts,
author/illustrator interviews, read alongs and lots
more!

Visit us at www.tinyowl.co.uk

More information about Tiny Owl Publishing: 
: info@tinyowl.co.uk 
: http://tinyowl.co.uk/ 

F: https://bit.ly/3xcmEd2
Twitter: https://twitter.com/TinyOwl_Books
YouTube: https://bit.ly/3pAnqhb
TikTok: @tinyowlpublishing
Sign up to our newsletter

Our books have been critically
acclaimed and were the subject of a
feature on the Guardian website
introduced by Hans Andersen
Award winner David Almond.
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▲ Illustration by Anna Doherty of the Main Street in Human Town.
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INTRO: 

Discuss

Reread through Human Town as a class,
and ask children to make a note of any
words they don't know in their exercise
books. 

Activity 1

Activity 3

Do you think they are happy or sad
about their environment? 

What do they think about Junior
and the elephants? 

Are they worried about going
extinct?

How would their tone and voice
reflect these worries?

It’s all about perspective! Invite the
children to write a creative piece from

the perspective of the humans in
Human Town. If they need inspiration,

they can look through the book and
pick a one of the humans the

elephants see during their trip.
 

Think particularly about the following
factors:

 

WARM UP: 

Animals

Afri
can vs Asian elephants

REVIEW

Ask the children to take a close look at the illustrations in
Human Town, including the elements in the backgrounds.

Can they spot all of the hidden animals? Do they have a
favourite animal, and does it appear in the book? Ask them
to describe this animal using alliteration, sibilance and
onomatopoeia.

Lesson 1:
The Story

 

Curriculum focus:
English

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

To be able to listen to,
discuss, and express
views on a fiction text 

To learn new words
and their meanings

To identify
perspective and
difference of opinion

To use creative
writing to establish a
written opinion

The Story
This lesson plan serves as an introduction to Human Town.
Throughout this lesson, children will use descriptive words
and phrases, learn new words for their vocabulary, try out
creative writing and discuss important issues related to
animals and envrionment.

Using the new additions to their vocabulary,
ask children to complete this fun Human
Town wordsearch inspired by the book!

 
Download here

Activity 2
CREATIVE WRITING

 Ask the children to pretend they have taken
a trip to Human Town themselves. What did
they like/dislike about the Town? Are there

things that could make the trip better?
 

Ask them to write a review in their exercise
books, with a star rating out of five and

bullet points with possible improvements at
the end.

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE

Extension Activity: Change

Humans decide to clean up! Next year when Junior
and the elephant family visit Human Town, things

have changed. How can humans protect the
environment, themselves and animals? Discuss.6

Children can try using these new words in their own sentences
to ensure they understand their meanings.

 
Download here

As a class you can look up the definitions together, and then
children can match up definitions to the words independently

Did kids know there are two distinct
types of elephants: the African and the

Asian? Whilst author Alan Durant
definitely had the African in mind due to

his trip to Addo Elephant Sanctuary,
both elephants have unique and

amazing qualities. African elephants are
significantly larger than Asian, and have

more rounded heads. They also have
much bigger ears and more wrinkled

skin!

https://tinyowl.co.uk/can-you-solve-this-celebration-crossword-puzzle/
http://tinyowl.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Vocab-Sheet.png
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Vocabulary

Environment

Extinct

Poaching

Pollution

Consumerism
The surroundings or conditions which a person,

animal, or plant lives in

No longer in existence

Illegal hunting or capturing of wild animals

The presence of a substance which has harmful
effects on the environment

An obsession with buying and material things



INTRO: 

WARM UP: Discussion

What is an elephant sanctuary?
Why are elephant sanctuaries important?
What are some ways we can help elephants?

Watch the following video by author Alan Durant on his
time visiting Addo Elephant Sanctuary in Africa. 

Discuss what Alan had to say about this trip:

To learn facts about
animals and their
habitats

To learn more about
the purpose of
elephant sanctuaries

To identify the
problems of poaching
and why it should be
stopped

An adult elephant weighs as much as four cars!
Elephants possess the largest brain out of any land

animal!
Because of their unique nerve endings, elephants can

hear through their feet!
Elephants are excellent swimmers.

An elephant's trunk has over 40,000 muscles!
Elephants use dirt as suncream!

 
Human Town is all about amazing elephants! Let's find out
some fun facts. As a class, ask kids if they know any facts

about elephants. Then tell them the following fun facts:
 

 

Fun Facts!

Lesson 2: All
About

Elephants!
 

Curriculum focus:
Science

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Activity 1
ELEPHANT ANATOMYAll About 

Elephants!
In this lesson plan focused on Science, students will explore
an elephants anatomy, fun facts about elephants,
information about elephant sanctuaries and learn about
animal habitats!

It's time to get thinking, and label the
elephant anatomy! 

 
From their trunks to their toes, elephants

are truly amazing creatures with an
awesome anatomy! Invite kids to label the
image of Junior from Human Town using

the list of words provided. 
 

Download here
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▲ Alan at Addo Elephant Sanctuary

Activity 2
POACHING

Look again at page 24 of Human Town.
Mama elephant mentions 'poaching'.

Ask the children if they know what the
word poaching means or have heard

this word before. Explain what animal
poaching is and why it’s such a serious

issue. .

Is poaching illegal?
Why do people
poach animals?

Invite the children to do
further research into

this issue:

 
Ask them to create a
fact sheet based on

their findings. 

Activity 3
HABITATS

Rhinos
Giraffes

Elephants 
Pandas
Hippos

Penguins
Tigers
Turtles
Wolves

We know Junior and his elephant family
like to splash around in the river (see page
1 of Human Town!), but where do all the

other animals that appear in Human Town
like to hang out? Can you spot the

following animals in the backgrounds of
the book? Some may be more hidden than

others! 
 

 
Once you've found them all, invite children
to match the animal to the correct habitat

using the sheet below! 
 

Download here
 

https://youtu.be/sOdd8wgCcZk
http://tinyowl.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Elephant-Anatomy-Sheet.png
http://tinyowl.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Animals-and-Habitats-Sheet.png


Elephant Anatomy
Eye

 
Ears

 
Skin

 
Tail

 
Feet

 
Mouth/Lips

 
Trunk
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Rhinos

Giraffes

Pandas

Hippos

Penguins

Tigers

Turtles

Wolves

Savanna woodlands

Grasslands, deserts and
shrublands

Forests

Slow moving rivers and lakes

Oceans and coasts

Rain forests, grasslands
and savannas

Ocean

Woodlands, forests
and deserts

14



INTRO: 

Print off the following worksheet and invite
children to help Junior clean up the mess the
human's have made by sorting the recycling
into the correct bins, including cans, plastic,
glass, cardboard and paper and food waste!

 
Download here

 

Junior's Perspective

Why is recycling good for the planet?
 How can it help endangered animals? 

Reduce, re-use, recycle! It's discussion
time! Ask children to discuss the following
in pairs or groups and then share with the

class:
 

 
Have a short discussion as a class on your

thoughts, then invite kids to do further
research on school computers, and give a
presentation/PowerPoint on their findings. 

 

M
ore about enviroment!

Activity 1

WARM UP: Deeper Reading

Invite children to take another look through Human Town,
focusing particularly on pollution and waste. In what ways
are the humans in the book harming their planet with their
actions? They can write these down in their exercise books.

Activity 2
RESEARCH

CLEAN UP THE PLANET

To learn about the
impact of pollution
and waste on our
environment 

To consider some
ways to reduce waste

To begin to
comprehend map
reading/labelling

How would they feel going from the fresh, clean river in the
first page, to Human Town’s smelly, polluted river?
How would you feel if all our rivers looked like this?
Are there ways that we can help protect our rivers?

Ask the children to sit quietly and close their eyes. Imagine they
were little Junior the elephant, and consider the following:

Lesson 3:
Clean up the

Planet!
 

Curriculum focus:
Geography

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Clean Up the 
Planet!
Human Town features images and descriptions of humans
ruining their planet, whether by pollution, waste, lack of care
or conflict. In this lesson plan based on geography, kids will
learn more about these issues and how they can combat
them.
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Activity 3
MAPS

Invite children to create their own
map of Human Town using the map
on page 4 of the book as reference.

They can add anything they want! Ask
them to think particularly about ways

the humans could be more eco-
friendly. Highlight these on your map.

Extension Activity: Change
Check out pages 9-10 of Human Town and

discuss as a class what you can see happening.
Why do we buy things? What happens to the

things we buy? Children can make a poster on the
dangers of consumerism.

Watch an interview with
author Alan Durant, where he

talks about environmental
issues, his love for elephants
and how we should be caring

for the planet!

http://tinyowl.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Clean-Up-Sheet.png
https://youtu.be/zjb2kr-7yYg
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What techniques did she use? 
What was her inspiration?
Did the art change from start to finish?

Watch the following interview with illustrator Anna Doherty
on her illustrations and illustrative process in creating
Human Town. 

INTRO: 

WARM UP: Let's draw

 
Time to create some elephant friends of our
own! Using recycled materials, throughout 
 this video amazing Anna Doherty shows
little ones how to create their own animal

friend using just a carboard tube and some
colours!

 
Children can make their own plant pots,

pen holders or figurines using Anna's
simple method here.

 

In her interview, Anna mentions that
she spent time studying real life
elephants from elephant sanctuaries
to visualize and create her gorgeous
drawings in Human Town.

Invite the children to try and draw an
elephant of their own – how does
theirs compare to Junior? Use the
concept art from Anna's sketchbook
on the next page to see her ideas
come to life!

Watch and learn

Activity 1
MAKE YOUR OWN ELEPHANT!

Lesson 4:
Get 

Creative!
 

Curriculum focus:
Art

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

To be able to create
their own illustrative
style

To be to craft from
recycled materials

To be able to consider
audience 

To use creative
thinking to expand on
their knowledge

 

Get Creative!
Featuring stunning drawings from artist Anna Doherty,
Human Town is visually beautiful and meaningful.
Throughout this lesson based on art, children will learn to
draw with a distinct art style, create environmentally friendly
crafts and lots more!

What would this look like? 
What are the humans doing? 

Are they causing issues in their
environment in this area too?

Maybe there are still humans left who
care about their environment -

perhaps this is their meeting place!

Invite children to imagine exploring a
previously unseen part of Human Town

through the eyes of Junior.
 

 
Ask them to think especially about sights,
smells and architecture in this new area,

and how Junior would be feeling when he
discovers it. 

 
Draw and colour in in your sketchbooks,
and if there is time left, they can write a

short creative writing piece to accompany
their art!

 

Activity 3
SECRET LOCATIONS

Activity 2
POSTER

Time to get crafty, and ask the children
to create their own poster for Human

Town, as featured on the cover!
 

Ask them to consider their audience.
How would they advertise to get people
to visit? Would they be honest about its
condition, e.g., ‘smelly rivers’, or would

they glamorize e.g., ‘unique rivers’? 
 Bonus points for lots of fun adjectives!

EXTENSION ACTIVITY: 
Endpapers

 Ask children to take another look at the books
endpapers. What do they see and what do

they think the endpaper is telling them about
the story? Knowing the message of the book,
would they have chosen something different

for the endpapers?
▲ A page from Anna's

sketchbook20

https://youtu.be/L4frH1t1aEc
https://youtu.be/jXDI12LYNrE
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For enquiries, please contact:

Tiny Owl Publishing Ltd
6 Hatfield Road,

London,
W4 1AF

 
 info@tinyowl.co.uk

Sales Office (UK)
Thames & Hudson Ltd

Head Office
181a High Holborn

London
WC1V 7QX

 
 020 7845 5000

 sales@thameshudson.co.uk

Trade Orders
Hely Hutchinson Centre (HHC)

Milton Road, Didcot, Oxfordshire
Didcot OX11 7HH

 
 01235 759 555

 hukdcustomerservices@hachette.co.uk

For School Visits or Events

Tiny Owl Publishing: info@tinyowl.co.uk
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